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overworked—a mere book to keep the poor in order. We have
told you that the powers that be are ordained of God, without
telling you who ordained the impotencies and imbecilities that be,
alas, sometimes. We have told you that the Bible preaches the
rights of property, and the duties of labour when (God knows) for
once that it does that, it preaches ten times over the duties of
property and the rights of labour/ One of the lay disciples of
these two modern social prophets, J, M. Ludlow, took the initiative
in founding a society with Maurice as its president for the purpose
of promoting co-operation and education among the working
classes, and the Working Men's College was created. *I cer-
tainly thought,' said Tom Hughes, '(and for that matter
have never altered my opinion to this day) that we had found
the solution to the great labour question; but I was also con-
vinced that we had nothing to do but just to announce it, and
found an association or two in order to convert all England, and
usher in the millennium at once, so plain did the whole thing
seem to me.'x
Following Maurice and his disciples an increasing number of
the clergy began to study the social problem. They attempted to
alter the outlook of the Church in regard to it, and they sought to
break down the hostility of the working classes towards the Church
and its teaching. Increasing numbers of them began to realize
that what Arnold Toynbee described as 'a population huddled
together in towns in filthy dens like wild animals, women working
like beasts in mines, countrymen famished in dark hovels, tumult
and anger among the people' was not a soil in which either religion •
or manhood could flourish, and men like Edward Denison and
others went to live in the East End of London, in the vain endeavour
to make peace between the Church and the people. School and
college missions were organized, The Bitter Cry of Outcast London
was written, and Canon Samuel Barnett formed the Toynbee Hall
social settlement. In 1876 the Rev. Stewart Headlam formed the
Guild of St. Matthew through which he, Canon Henry Gary
Shuttleworth, and a group of Church of England priests and lay-
men set themselves 'to justify God to the people.' This organi-
zation was openly Socialist in the economic as well as in the ethical
sense of the word. *We are Socialists because we are sacra-
mentalists,' they said, and their outspoken vigour prompted the
ecclesiastical authorities to endeavour to divert attention from
1 Quoted by Rae, Contemporary Socialism (4th. edition, 1908), p. 222.

